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General

Approved by CWS/6 in Oct 2018

Issued in Dec 2018; responses through Mar 2019

25 IP Offices responded
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2D Image accepted file formats

SVG I

PDF

GIF I
PNG
TIFF

JPEG
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3D model accepted file formats

OBJ
X3D
STL
IGES
DWF
DWG
3DS

3D PDF s
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Accepted image types

Accepts images in color I

Accept images in grayscale

Accept images in black/white
Accept photographic images I

Allow one electronic file to
represent more than one view.

Allow one view to be split into more
than one electronic file.

0 5 10 15 20 25

WIPO

WORLD
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION



Image transformations by the Office

No transformations (defective
images are rejected)

Color corrections for scanned
images

White-space trimming
Scaling and resizing

File format conversions

Rasterizing vector images

Other transformations
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Publication Methods

On-line publication for web browser
access

On-line publication for web service
(API) access

Data and image files available on a
public repository (e.g., FTP)

Paper publication

Other (specify)
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Display method for examination or
administration

Paper
printing
33%

Electronic
display
67%
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Types of views allowed

Fully assembled view
Partial views
Sectional views

Sequence of snapshots

Combination of several means of...

Graphical symbols for...

Article shown broken away I——

Straight-line surface shading and..

Other
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Legislative requirements that prevent
any view representations?

NO
67%




Observations 1

Most respondents (over 90%) accept electronic filings

JPEG is only universally accepted 2D format. Other
formats accepted by about half of IPOs.

3D file support is very low, with only 5 offices accepting
3D files and the most common format (3D PDF) only
accepted by 3 IPOs

Support for video files (3 IPOs) and holograms (5 IPOs)
IS also low
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Observations 2

Many IPOs (over 50%) set limits on minimum / maximum
file size, Image size, or paper size

Most IPOs (96%) convert paper submissions to
electronic form. However most IPOs (66%) store paper
specimens.

Rules for third party submissions vary widely. Many
IPOs (44%) do not accept 3rd party submissions, and
many (44%) have different rules for 3rd parties than for
applicants.

Most Offices (96%) publish designs online
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Outcomes

Task Force will consider results of survey as they work
on proposal for standard

IB to publish results with CWS approval
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Thank you for your attention!
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